The Vision of the Cross         95
us that Constantine offered up a prayer to this god of his father, beseeching him," to declare himself who he was," and to stretch forth his right hand to help. "To declare himself who he was!'* ((pijvai avrcp eavrov offris efif). That had ever been the stumbling-block in the way of the acceptance by the masses of the immaterial principles propounded by the philosophers. Constantine must have a god with a name, and he must have a sign from heaven in visible proof. Many have asked for such a sign just as importunately (hi7tapco$ iHersvovri) as Constantine, but without success. To him it was vouchsafed.
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